
WIIO WAS SIIATES?EARE?

Tle 400th ,nivdary of the bnth of tle Willan
shatesDede, wbo is buied n stdtford-on-Avotr, ws
widelyietebBted ttrtuusto't rhe wdld even iloueh lris
duthorsiip of the litenry work omndly attnbuted to
him has not bed stablished beyond a r€asomble doubt
In fact, bis auth@ship is nore mgendy dtputeil today
ih,! lt ary tine silce it ws irst alleg€d,

W}ile it is hae ihot tle grear naFrity oI the profesos
&d teecbds of Etrgiist lilmture sbll scept the lln
f@m Sbadord as the tuthentic a bor. witb or withdt
reseNations, it is the c€tive lit€nry dtists, loo@g
wbat is itrvolved in Foilucing litentue oI high qu5liry,
wLo senonsly quetion ile claim nde in hn behrlf.

H@rr lmes hs said, "I ao sort of lamt€d by the
c@viction tlat the .livi@ Witliam r.s ihe tiggest aod
nct ee$frn fr.uil €ver practi@il on a ?ddt weld."'

The dbtingukhed €ditft mil scholu, Henry wattd-
son. has said. "rle md wbo cd believe Sat wilim
slakdped€ of str.tldd'd'Aaob Eot€ ihe itrmas th.t



stud i! Ids mne coDld helieve ihat Ben€di.t Asold
hr€ $e Dectfarjon ot rnd€p€ndencc md rlerbdt
sp€ier the nuvels of Dckos.".

Mdk Tmin wote h &ier€nce ro Shakdbere:
'Abour hin lou c,n find !orLin(. \ve.e eo io rtre
re.drds d 6nd out rhe tire hist;,I sen;tud-*d
Io6e nf nodem tnn€s. btrr n.r s[]esDea,; rh*. *.
ney rersons for rj!, b t th€re is o"e;orth r[ rh€ (sr
put togcther-he ladoi My bsrory ro rett of.odse,
Ma& Tw' in mur Ia re mernr rhar' he hadnt an\ trrr,,l
hkrory to rrll rorrhen re reord! orhis baprim,dai-
riag6, law suits, ftal stlte rrbsactjons, childrcn, tast
Will ud aestlnent, and dc*I .nd buial, bnt no r€coriL
oflxs everixring $rittetr rny of rhednnL vhicl bed
tne na frc of str^lesp€a re

NathaDiel Harthome, Ralph Waldo EdeaoD, W.lr
Wl' ittun Ol'r er Wrndcll llolnes. tohn cree.leaf whr
tier. SrgnMd Fr.ud. Lord Palmq;:on. ?tuc. Bjsmdcj.

-allof tlese took tlc position dDt rhc,e rrs snmerhinE
indedibl€ and absuil about the shrkesDer-" rh :
shi!'T}ey ha\e lsreed otr o'rly one point;ot \ho the
author ws but who he ould nor lave be€D.

The getrius wlo wote those nlgniffcent phys and
sonnets Ms not olly a brJliatrt nind hDr s hishlv edu
cared pedon-fthcr olleeeedueted or seu;ucated
Aho. te nust have novca freely in the tishest court
.ircles at one {ime or anoth€. rravelled .n rh; .ondnpnr
of Euope. and atle6t vis ed Italy.

Bu t there is no doMenrarv .nden.p ro (h.w rl.r rlc
slal€speare of Stadord pN€sserl a .onnon school
€du.ason or dd oM€d a book or could hawe hrd a

ffglting .han e to eiluete himseu otrtsid€ of a cotteg€,
bocause tlere were & public librsid ir his dry, no
pullnh€d g(mmas, no ilictionarid as in rhe doys ol
dbrahm Lincoln (wbo hld led able to edudte lnns€ll

 lmosr all rh€ hooks whch rh. rnthor or those ntnvc
would lrav€ had to Hd to be Fu+dmare.l w; ;r
odoril $d cmbddge univcrsities, wlere tley were
fastened dom by chai.s io reailinS desls I'@ wlich iho
gdc.al rtrblic was ngorcusly excludeil-such looks ln
d$se days werc as preciou rs jewels. Tley rere opon
oly to fomally rcgistered shdents, Tlere is no dm-
mentary r€.ord of rh6 shaldtede fon Srradoid s
baving been .mong those so regkiered. what abolt
nees to ilc piwtc lil&ncs of tle nch and th€ inflF
eDtial? Tlere is likewile no dommtary eddence th.t
Ie ev€. had any sucl ac@s. All the )ioenDhis which
cr€dft hin wi& an eilucation are baseil ob sp€6ladon,'

In fve of th€ six anthertic signaturs we hrve of tlrts
n!n, hh nane n s!.lt Shakspea id one Shlklc There
nre nntlentic refer€nces to lin in which his nane is vad-
oudy sp€lt shar?er, sha$!d, and slacksper, btrt non€
ol thc sigdatdes or refdencs has the sane spellng 4s
tlE nane print€d in ttrc First Folio,

ln t\c CanbdlAe Ek+mJ of En\Ltsh Lildature, isned
in I gr0 fron the very lean of .otrseNative Erglmd, wo
hrve ihe lollowins ststment reslrdins the Shakeslerc

wedonoilJ,dwdfldenrt) olsn.kcspcse!lather;
Ne re ln no mrN FlFii of thc identity ol Lk
wif€. . . We do noi horv whdler l€ erd wint t.



Fbool \o biogn?hy of shulsprss. rhemloe,

shd.d wiht; lra".nlusion ol rhr rell- ale
woftb 'olp-'etrdj. 'pmb'blJ. 1hpc.rn bc lntle
do 

'bL- 
ond ou sm,'ll Elxioo ol |}F srjll morF r€U

ute "pcb,ps il would b. o3tua!," -a(o'drA ro
vh'r wa\ nnnl er rhe hme'd. cr."

lD 1620 84 Jon.od ma.le a Un oI rhe d:dnsuirhcd
leaos be had bom. lt.otrtai.ed no nmdor of @y-
one by ib. Me ol shakl4 or sh.l6!p e. TteD, witb-
u drF )cxR inc Firsr FoUo ws lubtrhed colloinhg
bis dlblnatic md lyrical !ruir of tb" -Sod of tbe
Age. 'slJr ot Pe's. 'Sseer Srh oI A\otr.' /see lrp

ln a d<riplion ot sb6dord. publisbed in 1645, tbde
is inctDdd dD follo$'ing:

sh' doil ecs !I its glory to lwo or iB s@s-Joln,
Arclbhlop oI CdterDuy, wld bntt a church tlerE
rd Ilngl ClQton lloLuilt Jt bs oM rGt r brjdBe
of louneen rftlrs rr.s rl'e Avm

lD mcrlngon rhs p€6g aph Dr, Tho]m C. Mm-
denhall, at orc tine rrofesor in Ohio Staie Uni!€6ity,
witd,.fte churcL refeed to n tl* containing sh.ke-
slearc'r ionb dd slso those of the Ooptod family. TLe
orarm is aid"tr.p ih.t 29 yFfs J|cr his ileaila md 22
r@B after the Nblication of the onplete Fist Folio
€ditid of }is wolkr, Slat€speee was mt consiil@d d
r*et in tle tdn in whi.l he was bm and Flich r.d,w
, . . livs od fsdr lpon his mmory. Evidendy the ntth
had not yet stuted on its triunlhmt my,

obyi@sl, the whole qe for tl* auihorship ol the
lln fron stratford rests upm vild speuladots ed the
flimicst of evidme, nd.ly, tie re€oblmce of nis
n@e to that printed in the First Folio dd Bd Jotuori
refdmce to the auihor d the 'Swan of Aron," wlon
n€ither he Do otld lo€ts were previdsly awde of if we
on judge by their urminous silene !t the tfre of lds
dcath in 1616, Tbis om fact !l@e, the rosing sil€rce of
aU tLe contenlorary litd.ry artish, should calse the
nost ddrusiasti. Stratloilid to stol), looL, and lis&a

Chlrl6 Dickeis d@lfdl, The life ol lviuim
sh.kspese is a 6ne nystery, ed I trdble every d.y
lest sonethis shoulil t@ tp.t w€U something !!s
tum€d u!, if;ot to a$e Dickens to tremble, at lest to
JhhnL tle complacency of L\ose sbo bxve a \sted
ilterest in marntlining tle Str.tford legeod,

ln r89i wilbu ziegl( pxblisheil a novel ddet tle
ride rr w4 Melo@e: A St69 of the Sed.t af Thrce
Crn&rir!, whlcl suggsted tlat Molowe nabigL, and
t[. Trr .f Rnt]anil wote tle work attrib €d to S]ake

'In 19or T. c. MeDilola,ll tublisled M srticle in the
Ddmbd is\e of ?tu Popuiar S.i.ncd Mhthls wt\ch
slowcd a! muing sh dity letw@ tle lft@ry sryIes

of sbalspede ed Mrlo!€.
a rasadxvingD bcf!

dale, N. Y., &gjrtered in ihe Cop}risllt oEce a fdcfi
pl^y, aL@ L@eI BtuEh,\aseA on ihe th€ory that Chi$
toph( MrlNe, the El.'E berhan drmatist wboF plays

in blanl( vere imnediately Fecded the $ok of
wilim slaliespese, did not die an edly d@rl h 15s3,



s @lmool' beLfled but by the }el! ot a clevd md
iduential vonm msaged ro loil hjs w@ld be ou-
d€re4 dd live to @ntinue his witing uder rhe !se!-
donyn oI shal<ote@. \{r. Sillindn: plal ms pu}lisheil
in 1956 Gee Appetula x).

Calvid Ho{rno, an Anencon loet dd llaryight,
aftcr more ihm rventy yean of r(xwc\ Ias ucovered
a na$ ol nerv evidoce oD tlis orltrovesial jssuq all of
which lointi in but one directior, ndely, to the auihor-
ship oI cluistolh€r Mdlowe- In a bmk €ntided ?Itr
Mudd of the Ma" who w* stdft?speald, ffrst pu!-
lisherl iD 1955 dd rlen Fedited dd repnblished in
1960, Ctlvi! Ilofiman pr€sents this D€v eviderce in
logical aftI onvincidg order.

It w6 Ue argment ol this book wl c! sevdal yeds
lgo bDtrglt about the pemission of an Erglish.out to
opa tle tofr! of sir rlonas walsinglah, tle lakon of
Cbrntophtr Mulowe, in Chislehust, Englanil, r*s of
rlrich wds widc\, lerlldcil in tbe putlic !re$. lte
corrr's pemtsid, however, allowed only the Mha-
tio! of tle onanental enclosure above i[e orpt, No
palen wde fonnd @ong ab€ qtrmtitis of sa.d m-
ovderl, btrt obviously Dorc should ldve lccn expected.
PhaDoh A}l)naton's tun@s ozie r, Ato' was aot fodad
in the enhmce .f his ionb but inside lis cofin. P€mis-
sion nusr evmtualy be oltained to exatuine tle cof&ns

il the wakinghM crylt. ff this dcheolo$cal investjga-
non is vorth doing at a1l, it slould lc dorc iho.ougl'ly.

ov€r fffty @niliilaid lor the .utho$hip of lhe slale
Aea.e@ works }ave tem sedously sDggsted dlnng ihe
past @ntury, hcloding Qlea Elizaberh L' Any list of

drc ldding @didates at tLe lresent tine would Foba-
bb, iDclude at least the rmes of Ftmcis Beo!, Edwrd
do Verc swentmth EErl of Gfod-the sxth Edl of
Derby, ed Christolher Mdlowe. Is there my logical
w.y oI rdowing this llrt? The anthor be.liev6 thae n,
IIL'rc rc sone rcleyet qlestions vlich dust be asled.

r- If my oI th6e cmdiilates has lelt behird anl vese
bonring bis om nane, how docs such Ferry conpre
widr thc qudiry of rle leac ro be foud in tle Fi6t
Iolio? Do€s it display the san€ level ol loetic gmjus

2. ls there my objective notlod of iilentilying t}e
lit€nry style of a given autbor aprt {r@ the subjective

idgndt of the inv€stigator so that ih€ literary styles ol
vrioB auihors of th€ Elizabetho era nly be s@entif-
cally contared sth tlat of tLe Fftt Folio? In sholt, jr
there srch a thng as a litemly tug€rpint whic! nay
Itelp in idsntifring tle rear audDr of the slal€slearear

3, FinaUy, wlnt ms the lnstdicd coltelt thrt lot
only nade it desnalle bd absolutely rc@ssary lor ihe
rntlor to Lide bebind . psendonlm, the use of which was
not nerely tenporar/ lut Ms so carefdly $dded even
beyod ihe date of tbe arthois ileatl tlat it has re
naineil a nystcry u il olr oM tine? Mmy m author
I.s used ! pserdotr m lut has been ready enord ro
ide.tify binself aftq his vork Las trouglt fme and
recoenitio!. Olvious\, dE author ol the slnkesp€area!
work hd an adequate re$on for not idddfying hiD
self, even aft* s@€nl of lis literary ofi€nlgs had bfttr
widely lcclaimed- It nust lwe b*n a ntttq ol life anil



il€{tb. Whlt w@ th6 cLcusrrtB dd rtdhrder of the
tge itr wbich tle suttor liv€d wllc} @ld a!@Et trd
s$L . (mpeling @tiwti@ to @@al b& re.l t@e?

Tlese uo ile quetim vlrich ile folo$tog .hapters


